


 

 

 

 

 

 

G E O L O G I C A L  S U R V E Y O F  D E N MA R K  A N D  G R E E N L A N D  

D A N I S H  M I N I S T R Y  O F  E N E R G Y , U T I L I T I E S  A N D  C L I MA T E   

D A N M A R K S  O G  G R Ø N L A N D S  G E O L O G I S K E  U N D E R S Ø G E L S E  R A P P O R T  2 0 1 5 / 7 4  

 

Thule Black Sand offshore mapping 
 

Sea floor bathymetry, boomer profiling and grab sampling 
 

Jørn Bo Jensen & Lars Georg Rödel 





 

 

G E U S 3 

 

1. Summary 4 

2. Introduction 5 

2.1 Background .............................................................................................................. 6 

2.2 Aim ........................................................................................................................... 7 

3. Survey 8 

3.1 Acoustical mapping .................................................................................................. 8 

3.2 Grab sampling .......................................................................................................... 9 

3.3 Survey ships and ship configuration ........................................................................ 9 

3.3.1 Kisaq ................................................................................................................... 10 

3.3.2 Duda ................................................................................................................... 10 

3.3.3 GEUS II ............................................................................................................... 11 

3.4 Positioning .............................................................................................................. 13 

4. Bathymetry 14 

4.1 Bathymetry area 1a ................................................................................................ 14 

4.2 Bathymetry area 2a ................................................................................................ 15 

4.3 Bathymetry area 1b and 2b. ................................................................................... 16 

5. Acoustic mapping with C- Boom 18 

5.1 C- Boom interpretation procedure and geological model ...................................... 18 

6. Potential black sand resources 20 

6.1 Potential black sand resources in area 1a ............................................................. 21 

6.2 Potential black sand resources in area 2a ............................................................. 23 

6.3 Potential black sand resources in area 1b and 2b ................................................. 26 

7. Conclusions 28 

8. Recommendations 29 

9. References 30 

10. Appendices 31 

10.1 A appendices ...................................................................................................... 31 

10.2 B appendices ...................................................................................................... 31 

10.3 C appendices ...................................................................................................... 32 

11. Digital data delivery 33 

 



 

 

4 G E U S 

1. Summary 

A combined echo sounding, C-boom and grab sample survey was conducted in august 

2015 in the Moriusaq area of the Wolstenholme Fjord. The aim was to map offshore poten-

tial heavy mineral sand deposits.  

 

A survey grid spacing between 150m and 250m formed the basis for the constructed bathy-

metric map. In general a narrow zone of shallow water and broader areas of medium to 

deep water were mapped. An exception is the south-easternmost area that is dominated by 

shallow to medium water depths.  

 

On the basis of a general knowledge of the postglacial sea level evolution from a highstand 

at 13000 years BP to a lowstand 7000 years BP, followed by transgression to the present 

situation, it was possible to establish a geological model that has been used in the seismic 

interpretation. 

 

Highstand, lowstand and transgressive units have been interpreted, and coastal plain as 

well as shallow water sand facies of lowstand and transgressive seismic units are potential 

heavy mineral black sand resources.  

 

Sandy facies types are considered to be present offshore, down to a water depth of about 

15m. In the depth interval 15m – 30m below present sea level, lowstand sand can be ex-

pected, covered by a thin muddy transgressive unit.  

 

At water depths of more than about 20m, heavy disturbance by iceberg ploughing is ob-

served and at water depths of more than 30m, sands could occur below a thicker deep 

water mud layer. 

  

More detailed information on heavy sand distribution and volumes may be acquired as a 

follow up on the present survey results. It is suggested to conduct shallow coring at well-

planned sites. 
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2. Introduction 

The Thule black sand province in North-West Greenland (76°–78°N) is a potential ilmenite- 

and magnetite-rich sand resource, consisting of raised - and possibly also submerged 

beaches. The heavy sand in the beaches is characterised by a high concentration of ilmen-

ite. The maximum concentration is 60 wt% and the average is 37 wt%. The main source of 

the ilmenite sand is a regional Precambrian basaltic sill and dyke complex that has intruded 

Precambrian sedimentary bedrock. The regional geology and mineral occurrences in the 

area are described in GEUS report 2015/XX. 

 

The present report describes a combined offshore acoustic and grab sampling survey car-

ried out in august 2015, in the near coastal area outside the deserted settlement Moriusaq 

northwest of Thule Air Base (Fig. 1)  

 

 
 

Figure 1 Location of Moriusaq northwest of Thule Air Base. 

 

The survey area is located between Mourisaq in the west and the Pinguarsuit Sermiat glac-

ier in the east. The area was sub-divided in the survey areas 1a, 1b, 2a and 2b (Fig. 2).  
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Figure 2. The survey areas 1a, 1b, 2a and 2b between Moriusaq and Pinguarsuit Sermiat. 

The light grey areas near the coast represent raised beaches. 

2.1 Background 

Black heavy mineral sands have been recorded in the Moriusaq region in uplifted beaches 

within extensive flat coastal plains at altitudes up to 40 m above sea level. The sands are 

enriched in ilmenite and/or magnetite, derived from Neoproterozoic titanium-rich dolerite 

sills and dykes in the immediate hinterland of the beaches. The uplifted beaches form flat-

topped benches, often with distinct frontal scarps. The uplifted beaches are up to 1 km wide 

along a 20 km coastal stretch (Fig. 2). 

The highest shell-bearing marine silt and sand in the Thule region are c. 60 m a.s.l. (Dawes 

2006). The well-developed, raised terraced beach systems contain up to a dozen tiered 

low-gradient levels. Several of the beach deposits are continuous from the marine limit 

down to modern storm-wave beach ridges. 

Several modelling studies of glacial rebound have been performed that cover North-West 

Greenland. Fleming & Lambeck (2004) published two curves that predict relative sea level 

changes, one labelled Thule (Fig. 3) and another labelled Iterlak. Both are from areas to the 

east of Moriusaq, and both show a rapid fall of the relative sea level from deglaciation until 

c. 7,000 years BP, followed by a rise in the relative sea level. At 7,000 years BP the relative 

sea level was 35 m below present sea level at Thule and 20 m at Iterlak. 

 

Based on the areal extent of raised beaches and an assumed overall depth of 2 m to bed-

rock, Appel et al. (1991) estimated a total onshore sand volume of 40 million m
3
, equal to 
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80 million tons. The possibility of offshore placers in the surf and nearshore zones (wave 

breaking and wave shoaling) to a water depth of 30 m below present day sea level (the 

minimum level of the paleo-sea surface) considerably increases the potential for larger ton-

nages. 

 

 
 

Figure 3. Observed and scaled-predicted relative sea-level curve for Thule presented by 

Fleming & Lambeck (2004) indicating a sea level fall from c. 13,000 years ago to minus 35 

m below present sea level, followed by a transgression from 7,000 years ago to present 

day sea level. Dark-grey shading indicate the estimated local marine limit. Triangles indi-

cate observed lower limits. Figure from Fleming & Lambeck (2004. 

2.2 Aim 

The aim of the survey was to map the seabed bathymetry and the potential thickness of 

submerged beach sand in the nearshore survey area (Fig. 2) defined by the borders of the 

survey areas 1a – 2b, or when the water depth exceeds about 40m. In addition to the 

acoustical mapping, the results of the sediment sampling are reported with sampling posi-

tions on the maps (Appendix A1 – A8) and summarised in a excel spread sheet (Appendix 

C1). 
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3. Survey 

3.1 Acoustical mapping 

The survey was carried out in the period 12/8 - 25/8 2015.  

 

The acoustical GEUS survey team consisted of two persons: One technician (Lars Georg 

Rödel) that was responsible for mobilisation and instrument handling/repair, and one senior 

geologist (Jørn Bo Jensen) that was responsible for survey planning, data acquisition, pro-

cessing and on site interpretation of acoustical data. 

  

12/8 the survey started with loading of the GEUS equipment on M/S Kisaq in Qaanaaq and 

transfer to Mourisaq.  

13/8 the speedboat GEUS II was unloaded from M/S Kisaq, mobilised with acoustic equip-

ment and the first test survey was carried out. 

14/8 was the first survey day. M/S Kisaq was replaced by M/S Duda. 

15/8 – 24/8 continuous bathymetry and C-Boom survey was carried out with 10-hours 

acoustical survey days and a survey speed of about 3 knots using the small speed boat 

GEUS II. Nice survey weather dominated due to high air pressure. Resulted in sunshine 

and very weak wind during the entire survey period.  

A total of about 300km survey lines was covered in the four areas (Table 1) including 38km 

of echo sounder infill in area 1a. 

 

Area  Echo sounder and C-boom Echo sounder 

 km km 

1a 72 38 

2a 107 0 

1b 54 0 

2b 26 0 

 

Table 1. Overview of surveyed line km in the four survey areas. 

 

A survey line spacing of 500m was originally planned, but due to the exclusion of two addi-

tionally planed areas 2C and 2D, it was possible to complete infill between the primary 

500m spacing lines. The infill lines were focused in the nearshore 1km, in general at water 

depths shallower than 30m, with a line spacing of about 125m. 



 

 

G E U S 9 

 
Figure 4. Survey track lines. Black lines: combined bathymetry and C-boom. Red lines: 

additional Garmin echo sounder data. UTM zone 19 wgs84. 

 

3.2 Grab sampling 

A total of 69 offshore grab samples (Fig. 9) have been taken in the nearshore shallow part 

of the survey area with a distribution of 53 sand samples at water depths less than 15m 

and 16 mud to sandy mud samples at water depths over 15m (Fig. 10). 

The detailed results of the grab sampling campaign are reported in a separate report 

(Weatherley, S. 2015). 

3.3 Survey ships and ship configuration  

The survey was utilised M/S Kisaq (12 – 14/8 2015) and M/S Duda (15/8 - 24/8 2015) as 

floating basecamps, as well as platforms for taking bigger grab samples. The larger ships 

were supplemented by a small speed boat (GEUS II) designed for conducting shallow wa-

ter acoustic surveys with echo sounder and C-boom as well as for some small grab sam-

ples. 
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3.3.1 Kisaq 

Kisaq is a travel boat with accommodations for up to 12 people, storage capacity and two 

cranes, which make it ideal as a platform for smaller scale cruises. We only had few days 

on board, but it served our purpose well. 

 

 

Figure 5. M/S Kisaq. 

3.3.2 Duda 

Duda replaced Kisaq because Kisaq had other duties.  

Duda is an old police boat now owned by Lasø Upernavik Aps. Duda was the main ship 

during the survey, but ships performance and maintenance turned out to be questionable. 

After one day with grab sampling (10l Van Veen grab) it was therefore decided to use Duda 

solely as a basecamp for the onshore and the offshore geological survey teams.  

 

 

http://www.kisaq.gl/Introside/Dansk_version.htm
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Figure 6. M/S Duda. 

3.3.3 GEUS II 

The combined echo sounder and C-boom survey was conducted with a small speedboat 

GEUS II (Fig. 7) designed for the purpose  

 

GEUS II was equipped with:  

 

• C-Nav3050 GPS system that provides sub-meter, precise point positioning 

 

• Navisound 620 and TC2170 Transducer echo sounder for the Bathymetric measure-

ments. The system can measure the depth down to about 100m water depth and with an 

accuracy of few cm.  

 

• C- Boom seismic source and Geo-Sense Ministreamer 24 elements, with a frequency 

band of 0.5 – 1.5 kHz (Fig. 8). A resolution in the range of 30cm can be expected, and the 

penetration in sand is 5 – 20m. The streamer was kept 4 m from the propeller wash by a 

glassfiber rod 

 

• Chesapeake Technology 24 bit AD converter for acquisition of seismic data 

Chesapeake Soranwiz6 software for recording and processing seismic data; the software 

was also used for navigation and runline management. 

 

• Geosense 8 element, 1 channel streamer from GeoSurveySystems NL 
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• Combined power supply, bandpass filter and gain unit from GeoSurveySystems for the 

analogue input. 

 

• Fujitsu Laptop with 4+1 serial ports, 1 on the board and 4 on a qualcomm pcmcia card. 

 

• The entire system was powered by a Honda i30 generator via a 1kw UPS for protec-

tion. Grounding of all units was done to the polemounted transducer. 

 

• Sonar Wiz 5 seismic acquisition software was used on a laptop, as well as Seisvision 

seismic interpretation software and MapInfo GIS for on location data processing and 

presentation. 

 

• A Van Veen 4l grab sampler was used to collect surface sediment samples (Fig. 9). 

The small grab samples were taken on board GEUS II or the mob boat of Duda.  

 

 

 
Figure 7. GEUS II with the seismic equipment. 
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Figure 8. C-boom and Geo-Sense Ministreamer in survey situation off Moriusaq. 

 

 
Figure 9. Van Veen grab sampler. 

3.4 Positioning 

For the positioning of GEUS II the GPS navigation system C-nav3050 was used, which 

provides sub-meter accuracy in UTM zone 19 wgs84.  
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4. Bathymetry 

For bathymetrical measurements Navisound 620 and a TC2170 Transducer echo sounder, 

were used with the capacity to provide depth data to centimetres accuracy.  

The echo sounder operates at 33/210 kHz. Editing of the echo sounder data was done with 

the NaviPac-software packet NaviEdit. 

Corrections of tidal effects were carried out after the survey by using the tidal table for 

Greenlandic waters produced by the Danish Meteorological Institute (DMI) and adding val-

ues in relation to the lowest astronomical tidal level.  

The results of the bathymetry mapping are illustrated in figure 10.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 10. Bathymetrical map of the survey area corrected for tidal effects. The location of 

grab samples is indicated. For details see Appendix A2. 

4.1 Bathymetry area 1a 

In area 1a the central offshore area is dominated by a narrow zone with shallow water. Wa-

ter depths of more than 30m are reached less than 1km from the present coast (Fig. 11). In 
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the westernmost part close to Moriusaq the shallow water zone with increases to more than 

2km and water depths of only a few meters are found in some small areas. In the eastern-

most part of area 1a the shallow water zone also increases but to a lesser extent.  

The surface sediment was investigated by grab sampling. At water depths of less than 15m 

we found sand while grab samples from deeper water consisted of mud and sandy mud. 

 

 
 

Figure 11. Bathymetry of area 1a. The locations of onshore samples and offshore grab 

samples as well as Appendix B1 and B2 profiles are indicated. For details see Appendix 

A3.  

4.2 Bathymetry area 2a 

The bathymetry in area 2a shows a rather diverse morphology with fairly shallow areas to 

the northwest and southeast, while the Iterlak bay mainly shows water depths of more than 

30m.  
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Figure 12. Bathymetry of area 2a. The locations of onshore samples and offshore grab 

samples as well as Appendix B3 – B6 profiles are indicated. For details see Appendix A4. 

4.3 Bathymetry area 1b and 2b. 

Areas 1b and 2b are in general shallow water areas of less than 25m. However in area 1b 

a central deeper area is observed (down to 40m) and in the south-eastern part of area 2b 

the basin deepens to water depths of more than 50m.  
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Figure 13. Bathymetry of area 1b and 2b. The location of onshore samples and offshore 

grab samples as well as Appendix B7 – B8 profiles are indicated. For details see Appendix 

A5. 
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5. Acoustic mapping with C- Boom  

In order to map the thickness and distribution of potential offshore heavy mineral sand de-

posits a c-boom survey was carried out. 

 

The C-boom system consists of a seismic source and a Geo-Sense Ministreamer of 24 

elements (Fig. 8), with a frequency band of 0.5 – 1.5 kHz. A resolution in the range of 30cm 

can be expected, and a penetration in sand of 5 – 20m. 

 

Sonar Wiz 5 seismic acquisition software was used, as well as Seisvision seismic interpre-

tation software and MapInfo GIS for on location data processing and presentation. 

5.1 C- Boom interpretation procedure and geological model 

Post survey interpretation of the C-Boom data has been carried out using Seisvision seis-

mic interpretation software and MapInfo GIS. The data were loaded and a general overview 

of the data set was established.  

 

On the basis of the scaled-predicted relative sea-level curve for Thule published by Fleming 

& Lambeck (2004) (Fig. 3) a sequence stratigraphic interpretation approach was applied. 

The frame of the interpretation is an initial highstand HST at a level of about 30 meters 

above present sea level (about 13000 years BP) and a falling sea level to a lowstand about 

30 meters below present sea level LST (about 7000 years BP), followed by a final trans-

gressive phase TST to the present sea level.  

The systems tract configuration in figure 14 illustrates the relationship of the depositional 

facies types: coastal plain, shallow marine sand and offshore mud. We may expect that 

potential black sand resources can be found in the coastal plain and in the shallow marine 

sand facies zones. This means that the zone from 30 meters above present sea level to 

30m below present sea level is a potential target area. 

With the presented sequence stratigraphical approach in mind, the seismic data were inter-

preted and it was possible to map the seismic units seen in the Thule Black Sand geologi-

cal model (Figure 14): 

 

Sedimentary bedrock 

The lowermost seismic base level unit is in general defined as the lowest well defined 

seismic reflector. Occasionally it is possible to see internal inclined reflectors, cut by the 

upper boundary. The unit is believed to be the sedimentary bedrock represented in the 

region. 

 

Highstand unit 

At water depths of more than 30m, the sedimentary bedrock is in general covered by a 

seismic unit, bordered by sharp upper and lower boundaries and with internal reflector pat-

terns ranging from basin infill to diffuse. The unit is believed to represent deep water glacio-

marine sediments deposited during the early highstand period. 
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Lowstand unit 

A sharp lower unconformity boundary is characteristic for the unit, whereas the upper 

boundary is more gradual. The unit is observed at water depths of more than 20m and the 

near coastal part of the unit shows onlapping internal reflectors in wedge structures. The 

unit is interpreted as the lowstand unit, developed when the water level was about 30m 

below present sea level, with sandy near-coastal deposits in wedge structures and muddy 

sediments in the deeper sheet deposits. 

 

Transgressive unit 

The uppermost unit covers most of the area, except for shallow areas, where sedimentary 

bedrock comes to the surface due to the block faulting and erosion. In the shallow areas 

from about 20m below sea level to the present sea level, internal reflector draping is pre-

sent while deeper parts are dominated by disturbed internal reflectors and a rough surface, 

probably due to iceberg ploughing of the seabed. The unit is interpreted as the transgres-

sive unit representing the last 7000 years.  

Grab samples at the seabed shows that the seabed at water depths greater than 15 – 20m 

consists of mud, while the shallower part consists of sand. 

 
 Figure 14. Systems tracts and principal geological model for the Thule Black Sand.  
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6. Potential black sand resources 

Lowstand and transgressive seismic units  combined thickness has been mapped and 

proven by grab sampling to contain heavy mineral sands. 

 

 Shallow water transgressive sand unit up to 15m thick mapped in areas 1a and 2a, 

as well as the easternmost part of area 2b 

 Medium depth transgressive and low stand deposits mapped along the headland 

bedrock margin in area 1a outside the Iterlak delta and in area 2b outside the Pin-

guarsuit Sermiat delta. 

 In deeper waters greater than 30m deep water muddy sediments could overlie or 

predominate, with heavy disturbance by iceberg ploughing. 

 

The overview thickness map presented in figure 15 shows a mosaic of areas with more 

than 5m of sediment thickness and a few areas with more than 10m of sediment thickness. 

In the following chapters the linkage between water depth and sand potential will be de-

scribed for the individual survey areas 1a, 1b, 2a and 2b.  

 

 

 
 

Figure 15. Thickness map of the combined lowstand- and transgressive units. For details 

see Appendix A6. 
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6.1 Potential black sand resources in area 1a 

 

In survey area 1a the shallow nearshore zone with water depth down to about 15m (fig. 16) 

is characterised by transgressive sand deposits in the north-western and the south-eastern 

parts (Fig. 17), while sedimentary bedrock is found at the seabed in the central part. In the 

central area an up to 10m thick wedge is found at water depths of 20 to 40m. This repre-

sents a lowstand wedge, probably with sandy sediments, covered by a thin transgressive 

top unit that according to the grab samples consists of muddy sediments (Figure 18). The 

lowstand wedge is deposited at the margin of a bedrock ridge. 

In the deeper parts, at water depths above 30m, we either find bedrock or transgressive 

unit, deep water, probably muddy sediments heavily influenced by iceberg ploughing (Figs. 

17 and 18. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 16. Potential resource thickness in area 1a combined with bathymetry contour lines. 

The location of onshore samples and offshore grab samples as well as Appendix B1 and 

B2 profiles are indicated. For details see Appendix A7.  
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Figure 17. C-boom profile 1a_07 and interpretation of seismic units. For details see appen-

dix B1 and for location Figure 16. 

 
Figure 18. C-boom profile 1a_33 and interpretation of seismic units. For details see appen-

dix B2 and for location Figure 16. 
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6.2 Potential black sand resources in area 2a 

In survey area 2a northwest of the Iterlak delta (Fig. 2) the shallow nearshore zone with 

water depths down to about 20m (fig. 19) is by grab sampling characterised as transgres-

sive sand (Fig. 20) with a thickness of more than 6m.  

 

Outside the Iterlak delta at water depths of less than 20 to 25m a thick sand body (more 

than 15m) consists of lowstand- and transgressive unit pro-delta deposits (Figs. 21 and 22). 

Grab samples show sand at water depths of less than 15m and muddy sediments at water 

depths over 15m, probably due to transgressive unit mud sedimentation, coupled to step-

wise fining upwards sedimentation, related to the sea level rise.  

 

Southeast of the Iterlak delta the nearshore shallow water (less than 20 – 25m) transgres-

sive unit sand body continues as demonstrated in the seismic profile 2a_16 (Fig. 23) with a 

direct link to the deeper water lowstand unit at water depths of more than 25m. The grab 

samples once more shows that the shallow seabed with water depths of less than 20m 

consist of sand, while the deeper parts has a top layer of muddy sediments. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 19. Potential resource thickness in area 2a combined with bathymetry contourlines. 

The location of onshore samples and offshore grab samples as well as Appendix B3 – b6 

and B2 profiles are indicated. For details see Appendix A8.  
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Figure 20. C-boom profile 2a_07 and interpretation of seismic units. For details see appen-

dix B3 and for location Figure 19. 

 
Figure 21. C-boom profile 2a_10 and interpretation of seismic units. For details see appen-

dix B4 and for location Figure 19. 



 

 

G E U S 25 

 
Figure 22. C-boom profile 2a_13 and interpretation of seismic units. For details see appen-

dix B5 and for location Figure 19. 

 

 
 

Figure 23. C-boom profile 2a_16 and interpretation of seismic units. For details see appen-

dix B6 and for location Figure 19. 
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6.3 Potential black sand resources in area 1b and 2b 

Survey area 1b and 2b are located west of the Pinguarsuit Sermiat delta (See fig. 2). 

 

Area 1b is the westernmost area (Fig. 24). It is protected by two small islands and in gen-

eral shallow water depths of less than 20m, except a smaller basin with water depths down 

to 35m. Seismic profile 1b_10 (Fig. 25) shows that the shallow areas to a large extent con-

sist of bedrock at the seabed, while the basin contains the highstand-, lowstand- and trans-

gressive units. 

We have no samples from the basin, but the transparent seismic appearance indicates 

muddy deep water sediments, except a small wedge-like part of the lowstand unit at water 

depths of 20 – 30m, which could represent lowstand beach sand deposits. The undisturbed 

reflectors in the transgressive unit indicates that the basin is protected and not under influ-

ence of ploughing icebergs.  

 

Area 2b western part is partly a shallow ridge consisting of bedrock, while the eastern part 

outside the Pinguarsuit Sermiat delta only has a narrow northern shallow zone of about 

500m, before the water depths exceeds 35m. The seabed in the shallow northern rime con-

tains up to about 15m of combined lowstand – and transgressive unit pro-delta deposits 

that can be expected to follow the pattern offshore the Iterlak delta. At water depths above 

20m the seabed is heavily influenced by iceberg plough marks. 

 

 
 

Figure 24. Potential resource thickness in area 1b and 2b combined with bathymetry con-

tour lines. The locations of onshore samples and offshore grab samples as well as Appen-

dix B7 and B8 profiles are indicated. For details see Appendix A9.  
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Figure 25. C-boom profile 1b_10 and interpretation of seismic units. For details see appen-

dix B7 and for location Figure 24. 

 
Figure 26. C-boom profile 2b_04 and interpretation of seismic units. For details see appen-

dix B8 and for location Figure 24. 
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7. Conclusions  

The overall conclusions of the combined bathymetric, C - boom and grab sampling survey 

are. 

 The bathymetric survey reveals a shallow zone of water (<15m) up to approximate-

ly 500m from shore.  

 

Medium water depths (15-25m) comprise submerged headlands northeast of Mori-

usaq and Interlak delta, and south-eastern areas of 1b and 2b  

 

Water depths of more than 25m dominate areas 1a and 2a 

 

 A geological model has been established, based on published information on the 

post glacial sea level history. From highstand 30m coastlines above present sea 

level (13000 years BP), followed by regression to a lowstand about 30m below pre-

sent sea level (7000 years BP) and a final transgression to the present sea level. 

 

 The geological model was used in the interpretation of the C – boom data and 

highstand-, lowstand- and transgressive units have been mapped. 

 

 The lowstand- and transgressive seismic units are potential black sand resources 

and the combined thickness of the two units has been mapped. 

 

 Discontinuous shallow water transgressive unit sand (proved by grab samples) has 

been mapped in areas 1a and 2a, as well as the easternmost part of area 2b with 

thickness between 5 and 15m in the most promising areas. 

 

  At medium water depths, transgressive- and lowstand unit deposits have been 

mapped along the margin of headland bedrock, in area 1a outside the Iterlak delta 

and in area 2b outside the Pinguarsuit Sermiat delta. 

 

 At deeper waters above 30m deep water muddy sediments can be expected, with 

heavy disturbance by iceberg ploughing.  

 

 The shallow basin area 1b is a protected basin in general with little indication of 

possible resources. 
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8. Recommendations 

On the basis of the detailed studies carried out in the Thule Black sand survey, we recom-

mend to verify the findings in the seismic interpretation by conducting a follow up sampling 

survey.  

With a coring devise that can penetrate about 6m into the seabed, it will be possible, in 

combination with the C-boom data, to map potential high grade sand deposits and calculate 

resource volumes. 
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10. Appendices  

10.1 A appendices 

• Appendix A1 Survey tracklines.  

 

• Appendix A2 total Bathymetry. 

 

• Appendix A3 area 1a Bathymetry. 

 

• Appendix A4 area 2a Bathymetry. 

 

• Appendix A5 areas 1b and 2b Bathymetry. 

 

• Appendix A6 total resource thickness. 

 

• Appendix A7 area 1a resource thickness. 

 

• Appendix A8 area 2a resource thickness. 

 

• Appendix A9 area 1b and 2b resource thickness 

10.2 B appendices 

• Appendix B1 C-Boom line 1a_07 

 

• Appendix B2 C-Boom line 1a_33 

 

• Appendix B3 C-Boom line 2a_07 

 

• Appendix B4 C-Boom line 2a_10 

 

• Appendix B5 C-Boom line 2a_13 

 

• Appendix B6 C-Boom line 2a_16 

 

• Appendix B7 C-Boom line 1b_10 

 

• Appendix B8 C-Boom line 2b_04 
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10.3 C appendices 

• Appendix C1 Sample points page 1 of 3 

 

• Appendix C1 Sample points page 2 of 3 

 

• Appendix C1 Sample points page 3 of 3 
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11. Digital data delivery 

In addition to the report the following will be delivered: 

 

 Report as well as A,B and C appendix in PDF format 

 

 Survey lines in MapInfo GIS format utm zone 19 wgs84 

 

 Grab sample points sand, mud and onshore samples in MapInfo utm zone 19 wgs 

84. 

 

 Bathymetric X,Y, Z data in meters below sea level corrected for tidal effects. One 

file including Navisound 620 data and one file including additional Garmin echo 

sounder data. Both files are in ASC format. 

 

 Bathymetric Grid in Vertical mapper GRD file format utm zone 19 wgs 84. 

 

 Thickness X,Y, Z data in meters ASC format 

 

 Resource thickness Grid in Vertical mapper GRD file format utm zone 19 wgs 84. 

 

 Appendix A1 Survey tracklines MapInfo workspace plus tab files. 

 

 Appendix A2 total Bathymetry MapInfo workspace plus tab files. 

 

 Appendix A3 1a Bathymetry MapInfo workspace plus tab files. 

 

 Appendix A4 2a Bathymetry MapInfo workspace plus tab files. 

 

 Appendix A5 1b and 2b Bathymetry MapInfo workspace plus tab files. 

 

 Appendix A6 total resource thickness MapInfo workspace plus tab files. 

 

 Appendix A7 1a resource thickness MapInfo workspace plus tab files. 

 

 Appendix A8 2a resource thickness MapInfo workspace plus tab files. 

 

 Appendix A9 1b and 2b resource thickness MapInfo workspace plus tab files. 

 

 Appendix C1 sample information in excel spreadsheet 
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